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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to classify recreation opportunity, evaluate
potential of tourism resources for guidelines for tourism development in Kaew nam thip
cave in Khanthuli sub-district, Suratthani province. It was participatory action research. Data
was collected by using in-depth interview, survey, observation and SWOT analysis. The
instruments used for this research were an application of recreation opportunity spectrum
(ROS), an evaluation of cave attraction potential and interview questionnaire form.
Descriptive content analysis and evaluation were used to determine the result of the study.

The results show that evaluation potential of the cave attractions is in moderate
potential (average score = 2.24), and ROS was Semi-Primitive Motorized (SPM) (average
score = 3.175) due to the large number of new rocks. Most of the area is still full of
natural resources. Some modifications have been made for religious purposes, and the
effects, which are caused by the access to the area are remained. The opportunity to
see other tourists is lower. They must serve themselves for high-level activities and
should have the staff to guide or control their learning activities while conducting
activities. It is capable of accommodating up to 9 people per a session. At the same
time, developed guidelines on the area that should be provided for tourism and focused
on tourists’ experience in moderate level is convenient enough in recreational activities.
Moreover, the area also provides the opportunity of natural and self — sufficient learning
conforming with the level of recreational opportunities.

Keywords: tourism Development, potential tourist attraction, recreation opportunities

spectrum, Kaew Nam Thip cave.
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